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news
Minnesota 
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“[Steve Heitzeg’s American Nomad] is 
a kind of musical travelogue…from 
New York City toward the West and 
California. The traveler’s reactions are 
focused in the exuberant, multifaceted 
writing for solo trumpet, laced with 
jazzy stylings and suffused with the 
irrepressible curiosity of the American 
spirit.…Minnesota Orchestra trumpeter 
Charles Lazarus…performed the work 
with a familiar mastery, owning its every 
nook and cranny of expression.”

—Terry Blain, Star Tribune,  
January 13, 2019

“[Guest conductor Vasily Petrenko] 
helped shepherd an interpretation of 
[Beethoven’s Fourth Piano Concerto] 
that boomed and whispered, was both 
assertive and heart-on-sleeve romantic.…
If the Beethoven sounded big, it paled 
in volume level next to Strauss’ ‘Ein 
Heldenleben’.…It proved to be an 
excellent showcase for both the sum and 
the parts of the orchestra, including the 
captivating violin solos of concertmaster 
Erin Keefe, Michael Gast leading the 
nine(!) French horns in scintillating 
sonorities, and oboist John Snow singing 
out at the quietest moments.”

—Rob Hubbard, Pioneer Press,  
February 9, 2019

“The Indigo Girls are not your average 
folk singer-songwriters. They are on 
another level, performing timeless 
classics that are worthy of the orchestral 
treatment they received last night.…
[the Orchestra] players all seemed to 
be enjoying themselves as much as the 
headliners.”

— Kayla Song, The Current,  
February 16, 2019

critics’ corner:  
recent concert reviews
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After eight years of performing Common Chords residencies in Greater Minnesota, the Minnesota Orchestra brought the program home in 
January, offering its first Twin Cities-area residency in North Minneapolis. The initiative was planned with a committee of Northside leaders 
who established priorities for the week of events that included supporting North Minneapolis youth music programs and highlighting local 
talent. Orchestra musicians performed about two dozen different music events and shared the stage with Northside poets, dancers, singers 
and student musicians. These images share a snapshot of a powerful week.
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In day one of the residency, 18 dancers from Asian Media Access 
participated in a freestyle dance-off that featured music performed 
live by an Orchestra string quartet. “You guys really moved us,” said 
cellist Pitnarry Shin to the dancers.

Violinist Pamela Arnstein coached the string players of Ascension 
Catholic School who are learning their instruments through MacPhail 
Center for Music’s school partnerships program. “There is something 
just beautiful about playing music together,” she said. 

Right and above: The threads of the week 
came together in a North High School concert 
in which the Orchestra, led by Music Director 
Osmo Vänskä, performed alongside 40-some 
Northside artists, including poet Sagirah Shahid 
and The Steeles. This is a “marvelous testament 
to what can happen when a community comes 
together,” said Bishop Richard D. Howell, Jr. of 
Shiloh Temple International Ministries. At left, the 
Capri Big Band’s clarinet section packed an extra 
punch at its January 27 concert at the Capri 
Theater when guests Osmo Vänskä and Gabriel 
Campos Zamora, the Orchestra’s principal 
clarinet, riffed with the ensemble.

Orchestra musicians visited five Northside schools during the residency, 
introducing hundreds of students—including this inquisitive learner at 
Bethune School with flute player Wendy Williams—to the sights, sounds 
and feel of string and wind instruments.
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